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against the French in 1862, and
commanded the Mexican army
against the emperor Maximilian.
In 1867, after
retaking Mexi-
co City, he de-
clined to serve
under Presi-
dent Juarez.

On Lerdo's
becoming pres-
ident in 1872
Diaz led the
opposition, en-
tered Mexico
City in tri-
umph, 1876,
was made pro-
visional presi-
dent, and elected president for
four years in 1877, In 1884 he
was re-elected, and so again for
each term up to 1910, the con-
stitution which had limited the
president's tenure of office being
amended. The long rule of Diaz
brought order to Mexico. The
country became comparatively
pacified, foreign capital was in-
vested, education advanced, trade
increased. It was a sheer dictator-
ship, and at 80 Diaz was too old
to enforce his commands, while
his ruthless rule had made many
enemies. A revolution in 1910
led by Madero drove him to resign
in 1911. He left Mexico to die in
Paris, July 2, 1915, after having
seen most of his work for his
country brought to nothing. Con-
sult Life, C. Beals, 1933.

Diaz de la Pena, NARCISSE
VIRGILE (1808-76). French
painter. Born at Bordeaux, of
Spanish parent-
age, Aug. 20,
1808, he worked
in the porcelain
studios at Sevres
and studied art
under Souchon.
He became as-
sociated with
the Barbizon
group. He died
at Mentone,
Nov. 18, 1876.
He is represen-
ted at the Louvre, in the Wallace
Collection, London, and in many
American galleries.

Diazo- compounds (Gr. di,
twice ; Fr. azote, nitrogen). In or-
ganic chemistry, bodies derived
from aromatic hydrocarbons and
containing two atoms of nitrogen
in a characteristic grouping. They
are prepared by adding nitrous
acid to a cooled solution of a
primary amine, or a solution of
potassium or sodium nitrate to an
acid solution.

Diaz de la Fen a,
French painter

Diazo-Dye-Printing. System
used in copying plans and draw-
ings whereby a sheet of paper
coated with a diazo-compound is
exposed to powerful light in con-
tact with the document to be re-
produced and then developed by
exposure to fumes of ammonia
or by sponging. The result is a
highly coloured positive image.

Dibdin, CHARLES (1745-1814).
British song writer and entertainer.
Born at Southampton, March 4,
1745, he was
a choir boy
at Winchester,
and at 15
came to Lon-
don. His pas-
toral operetta,
The Shep-
herd's Artifice,
produced in
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cal entertain-
ments written by himself, in which
he acted. In 1789 he started his
Lt table entertainments," or The
Oddities, for- which he wrote Tom
Bowling and other popular sea
songs. His total output amounted
to more than 70 dramatic sketches,
over 600 songs, A History of the
Stage (1800), novels, and an
autobiography (1803). He died
July 25, 1814, and is buried at
Camden Town.

Dibon. City of the Amorites
(Numb. 21). Situated on the E.
side of the Dead Sea, on the Wadi
Moabjib, it is represented by the
modern village of Dhiban. It ie
best known from the discovery in
it in 1868 of the Moabite Stone of
King Mesha, about 900 B.C.

Dibrugarh. Town of Assam,
India, in the Lakhimpur district,
on the left bank of the Dibru river,
just above its confluence with the
Brahmaputra ; it is the highest
point reached by steamers from
Calcutta. A centre of the tea in-
dustry and h.q. of the dist., it was
badty damaged by earthquake and
flood in 1950. Pop. (1951) 37,991.
Dice (plural of die). Small
cubes made of ivory, bone, or hard
wood, marked on each side with
dots from one
up to six, and
so a r r a n g ed
that the one,
or ace, is oppo-
site the six, the
deuce, or two,
opposite the five, and the tray, or
three, opposite the four. Among
the earliest vehicles for gambling in
use among the Greeks, dice spread
afterwards over the whole world.

Dice. Cubes used
in the game

Dice.   Beggar boys gambling with
dice, from the painting by Murillo
Old PinakotlieTc, Munich
Dice are said to have been in-
vented, together with chess (q.v.),
by Palamedes, son of Nauplius,
king of Euboea, though Herodotus
attributes both inventions to the
Lydians. One to five dice may be
employed, but two are most usual.
A favourite mode of gambling
with them is the simple throw of
one player against another, at
which large fortunes have been lost
and won, especially in England
under the Regency. The cubes are
thrown from a dice-box on to the
surface of a table. Some dice-
boxes are carved inside with a
succession of steps to minimise
any attempt at trickery. Sharpers
load the cube with lead so as to
cause a high number to come
uppermost.
Dice with different markings
are used for the game of crown
and anchor (q.v.); and for poker
dice, in which the faces bear ace,
king, queen, knave, ten, and nine,
ranking as in playing cards.
Dice to, RALPH DE (d. 1210).
English chronicler. A cleric, he
was dean of S. Paul's in the time
of Henry II. He was employed by
that king on public business, but
his fame rests on his writings.
These include two chronicles ; one,
valueless historically, deals with
the history of the world from the
Creation. The other, Imagines
Historiarum, deals with the his-
tory of England and is of high
value for the time in which Ralph
lived, i.e. the reigns of Henry II
and Richard I.
Dicey, ALBERT VENN (1835-
J922). British lawyer and writer.
A younger brother of Edward
Dicey, he was educated at Balliol
College, Oxford. He was called to